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Spring is upon us and we will be netting outdoors in the next few weeks.
 
2010 saw a great improvement on the playing front. The 1st XI finished 6th with a total of 336 points (2009 total was 279). We played a lot of positive cricket including beating Neston at home chasing 282 runs. Andy Birley was the pick of the bowlers with 41 league wickets. Lee Dixon the pick of the batsmen with 940 runs including 2 centuries. From an all rounder’s viewpoint Mark Rowland with 519 runs (including 103* vs. Bramhall) and 26 wickets and Ross Dixon with 389 runs (including 91 against Alderley Edge) and 25 wickets - were great contributors. 18 year old Tom Marsland also had a fine debut season behind the stumps.

Our 2nd XI narrowly missed out on promotion, finishing 3rd and having the misfortune of having the final game of the season rained off. Nim Subhedar was the key contributor with the bat including 2 centuries.
 
3rd XI had their normal season of highs and lows with seasoned campaigner Marc Wimpenny starring with the bat including a century against the Oxton Academy XI.
 
The newly formed Academy XI proved a great success with many young players putting in some fine performances. The stand out individual performance came from young Chris Watson who managed a 7 wicket haul in a game including a hat trick.
 
The Sunday XI had some decent performances but Geoff Dewhurst had a continual struggle to get 11 players on the field on a regular basis. I am sure Matt Gillespie will do a great job in 2011 when he takes over from Geoff Dewhurst whom we thank for his many years of leading the Sunday XI.
 
We must also mention the newly formed over 40s team. Wednesday night was filled with many talking points; many injuries; some fantastic food and some fine performances. Syed deservedly took the award for the most valuable player. Jason Holland (AKA Blakey) also deserves a mention for driving the minibus to Chester and for the massive improvements made in his batting as the season progressed.
 
From a Junior perspective the under 17's were narrowly beaten in the final of the Cheshire Cup and the under 11's won the Wirral League with a 100% record.
 
Finally 2010 cannot go without a mention regarding representative cricket. Lee Dixon posted a Minor Counties record by hitting a glorious 169 on debut for Cheshire against Oxfordshire at Banbury. Lee's younger brother Ross also had an excellent season as an ever present member of the Lancashire Under 19 team that went on to win their respective county championship. 
2011 will be a challenging season for the 1st XI. Having lost the services of Sean Moore, (returning to Widnes) we were rocked by the news that captain Chris Davies was leaving to join Birkenhead Park. A hastily convened meeting of the Cricket Committee voted unanimously to appoint Lee Dixon as our new club captain. Needless to say we wish Lee every success for the season ahead. At the time of writing the only new addition to announce is that of our Sri Lankan overseas player Gayan Fernando – an opening bowler who also has a couple of 1st class 50’s to his name. 
Keith Andrews has taken over as Junior Chairman. As a result, 2011 will see the re-introduction of the skills clinic to help accelerate the development and introduction of our own home grown players in to 1st and 2nd XI cricket. Details of this and all other Junior Developments will be published in the next edition of the Junior Newsletter. Junior Registration will be held on Friday 15th April and Friday Night Coaching starts (for all age groups) in full on 22nd April.
 
In closing I would like to wish all the newly appointed officers for 2011 best wishes for the new season and to thank the outgoing officers from 2010 in particular Stuart Hirst, Dave Ewing and Kevin Southern.
Hopefully the 2011 season will be filled with sunshine, good cricket and a lot of memorable moments. 
Good luck to everybody – let’s enjoy.
Regards
Gary Dixon
Cricket Chairman
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