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Dear Parent/Player/Member
Happy New Year and welcome to the Junior Cricket Section Newsletter. The newsletter really starts 2011 Junior Cricket at Oxton in a year that brings with it some changes. I will be taking over from Kevin Southern as the Chairman of the Junior Cricket Section and I would like to begin by extending a huge thanks to Kevin for all his hard work in the recent years in moving the Junior Cricket Section forward. 
· A brief look back at 2010 Season:
I believe that 2011 will be an exciting season for the Club as we aim to continue to build on the success of last season. The Senior teams had a good season and should be challenging again this year. It is hoped that the Cheshire T20 Plate win is the just the start of what are more honours coming to Townfield Lane. Our Head Coach, Lee Dixon had a great season with the bat finishing just short of a thousand runs in the Cheshire League and marked his Cheshire County debut with a century!
Last season also saw some of the players who are a product of our Junior Section breaking through into the senior teams including the newly formed Academy Team.
The Junior Section saw an Under 9’s team get through to the final of the Northern CC festival but unfortunately ending as runners-up. Our Under 11’s team won the Wirral Junior League winning all their games, while the Under 17’s got behind the run rate and narrowly missed out on winning the Final of the Cheshire Cup.

A Girls team was formed last season which included a few friendly games. This season they have been accepted into the Cheshire Women’s League.
The Junior Section will once again be holding an Under 13’s festival in the early part of the season.

· Winter Nets:
Winter Nets for Junior’s start on Friday 21st January at Birkenhead School Sports Hall

Under 10’s and 11’s - Start 6:00 pm and Finish 7:00 pm
Under 12’s, 13’s and Girls (Year 6 upwards) – Start 7:00 pm and finish 8:00 pm.

There is a £2 per session net fee payable on the night.

Under 15’s/17’s are encouraged to attend the Senior nets also at Birkenhead School Sports Hall from Tuesday 25th January.

Please Note: These net sessions are ONLY for players who will be playing hardball cricket this coming season. As a Clubmark registered Club we endorse the ECB safety rules for juniors which dictate that Under 18’s must wear appropriate kit, this means helmet, gloves, pads and for boys a box when batting.
There are NO winter nets for Under 9‘s

· Managers/Coaches/Volunteers - Organisation
All our coaching sessions are led by ECB qualified coaches and assistants, but in addition, we do place heavy reliance on volunteers (usually parents) to help manage teams. Without managers we are unable to fulfil fixtures at any given age group. Managing involves selecting a squad for a match, overseeing the squad and may be umpiring or scoring the match. If you are interested and would like more information please contact me. The bottom line is that if we cannot find people to help out then regrettably we will have to withdraw teams from the league which means children will not be playing competitive cricket at that age group. 
We currently have a vacancy for the Under 11’s Team Manager.
· Sponsorship

As a Club we have in the past benefitted from funding via ECB initiatives such as the Awards for All programme and Cricketforce. We are committed to a long term strategy of maintaining and increasing the level of club coaches we have to coach the juniors and the coaching equipment/facilities for juniors. To that end, if anyone, individual or local business/company would be interested in helping, whether it is by personal donation, sponsorship, advertising etc, then please feel free to contact me to discuss further details. 

· Equipment
If your son or daughter has ANY cricket equipment that they have outgrown or no longer require you could donate it to the Club? You can take it to the Club on Saturday afternoon or contact your son/daughter’s coach or manager. 
· Facilities – Catering
For Junior home matches on Sunday mornings in the summer would you like to see the Club House open and refreshments on sale (tea, coffee and bacon rolls)? I am interested on your views of this so please feel free to contact me.
· Communications – Newsletter/Website
Further newsletters will be produced but also keep a check on the Oxton website for other information.

 I am very happy to answer questions and receive any feedback from you so please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Thank you for your time.

  

Yours sincerely 

Keith Andrews 

Chairman Junior Cricket Section
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