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NEWSLETTER

Oxton Cricket & Sports Club - Tennis Section
March 2011
Hi everyone.  

Isn’t it great now that the evenings are getting longer.  This can only mean that the summer season will shortly be upon us and therefore I am writing to you to let you know about the forthcoming season and some of the exciting news and developments that have happened over the last few months.

Coaching 

We have secured on a formal basis the services of Les Wellens who with his team will be organising senior trials, junior coaching sessions and other events throughout the summer.
In addition he will be organising Cardio Tennis sessions – this is a new way of getting fit which is sweeping the western world and combines fitness with tennis – in that order – just ask Mike Withy!!  If you are interested in this please contact Les on 07752 246772 or by email on l.wellens@sky.com  
Details of the junior coaching & matches are set out below in the Junior Tennis section of this letter.
Senior Tennis 
Les will be helping to organise trials before the season starts to assist with the team selections.  These trials will be built into the senior training nights which commence on Tuesday 29 March and will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays thereafter until the matches start.  If you wish to play competitive team tennis please make every attempt to attend as many of these sessions as you can to make the captains’ jobs easier of selecting the best teams.  Once again the three senior team captains are Brian Wiggett, Sue Withy and Laurie Richards.

Again Laurie is doing a sterling job on the website so please take a look for details of the fixtures and other useful information. 

Social Inter Club Matches 

Ken Maddox has once again kindly agreed to organise the social tennis matches on Thursday evenings.  It would be helpful if all those who are interested in playing social tennis on Thursday evenings against other clubs would make their availability known to Ken so that he has as large a pool of players to select from as possible.  

Junior Tennis

We are again entering U/18 and U/14 teams into the Wirral Tennis League.  Sue Richards will be looking after the U/18’s again and Jacqui Chapman the U/14’s.   The fixtures for these teams have yet to be announced but as soon as dates and venues are known, they will be published on the website.

In addition, we have entered the Aegon competition for U/14 girls.  These matches will generally take place on Sunday mornings.  The first match is on Sunday 3 April.

On Saturday 2 April at 10.00am Les Wellens in conjunction with the team managers will be staging a competition for junior boys and girls who are 14 and under which will act as a trial for the forthcoming season and get juniors back into the spirit of competitive tennis.  There will be a small entry fee of £5 for this competition.

Junior Friday nights start again on 1st April.  6-7pm will be 9 year olds and under, 7-8pm will be 10-14 and 8-9pm will be 14- 18.

Details of other junior coaching, summer camps and tournaments will be on the website and also available from Les. 
Some dates for your diary 

23 April - We will be holding a St George’s Day tennis tournament which ties in with the summer season opening party.  Further details will follow.  

25 June - The Summer Ball. 

9 September - The Tennis Section end of season Awards Dinner and Dance. 

16 September - The tennis section is hosting the Wirral tennis league awards dinner and dance.  

Please make a note of these dates in your diary.  

Courts 

Myself and Mike Withy are still trying to make progress with the LTA to get assistance with improvements to our courts.  Further details on this will be announced as soon as we have had a meeting with them.  
The hard courts are being cleaned this month and on Sunday 10th April the Tennis Section is having a clear up day to tidy up the courts and the clubhouse.  All volunteers welcome.  This is the same day as Cricket Force so there will be a social side to this too after the work! 

After the success of a couple of social tournaments on Sundays last year, we will be holding social tennis tournaments on the first Sunday of each month throughout the summer starting on 1 May.  Details will be released in the week or so prior to each one.  

As you can see there is much going on and we want as much participation and enthusiasm from all tennis section members.  I will ensure that throughout the season regular e-mails go out with updates of results, events and tournaments so that none of you have any excuse for not knowing about what is going on!  Also Laurie will be publishing details on the website regularly, so keep logging on to keep logged in! 

Finally I hope that we all have a great and enjoyable season and look forward to seeing you at the club regularly.   

Regards

Alex Chapman 

Chairman –Tennis Section
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